
HARVEST AND VARIETAL INFORMATION

Appellation Napa Valley
53 lots hand-harvested and vinified separately 23 lots selected for Cain Five

Harvest dates September 10 through October 24, 2002
Total time in barrel 22 months

Production 4,938 9-liter cases
Release date January 1, 2006

Suggested retail $100 per bottle

2002 was one of the warmest vintages we’ve had in the Napa Valley. You can expect fully ripe, concentrated wines,
generous in every attribute. Anyone who has followed our work might be thinking that perhaps 2002 could be too
ripe—dare we say, over-ripe? Indeed, our 2002 reminds me of the debate over the now-fabled 1982 vintage in
Bordeaux. Although we watched a large part of our crop shrivel and dry on the vine while we awaited the true hall-
marks of ripeness, the wait was worth it. Our Cain Vineyard, on top of Spring Mountain, was cool enough to pull it
through and to give us rich wine with great density while maintaining the signature Cain Five style. Because of the
heat, we weren’t able to make a lot of this wine, but we’re happy!

The 2002 Cain Five is very round, smooth, and full-bodied. It is quite drinkable today, but it will develop in the next
couple of years, and it is sure to last 15 or more years. Although the first notes are of mocha and vanilla, a very pure
cassis is hiding in the background (which bodes well), and the full, sweet entry fills out to a satisfying mid-palate,
leading to a long, smooth finish. 

Our winemaking is simple: We believe that red wine is a partial extraction of the grape. Our goal is to get what we
want and to leave the rest behind. At Cain, this means hand picking, gentle destemming, native-yeast fermentation,
and manual pressing. The wine completes malolactic fermentation in the barrel, is blended early, is racked barrel-to-
barrel, is egg-white fined, and is bottled without filtration.

ABOUT CAIN VINEYARD & WINERY
Cain Vineyard & Winery overlooks St. Helena from the top of Spring Mountain in the western hills of Napa Valley.
The estate vineyard is planted to the five classic Bordeaux varieties: Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot,
Malbec, and Petit Verdot. We make three wines: Cain Cuvée; Cain Concept, representing the classical benchlands of
the Napa Valley; and our signature blend, Cain Five.

Christopher Howell, Winemaker / General Manager
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